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Heritage Wandsworth was established in 2010 to bring together organisations with 
an interest in the history, natural heritage and built environment of Wandsworth.  
Heritage Wandsworth has been heavily involved in the planning of the Heritage 
Festival and in encouraging new activities which celebrate and promote the heritage 
of the borough.

For more details please contact wandsworth.libraries@gll.org 

The local history and archives collection is located in the Wandsworth Heritage 
Service on the first floor of Battersea Library. The search room is open for visitors. 
Heritage staff can provide help with enquiries on local and family history. A wide 
range of material is available – from books and local newspapers on microfilm, to 
maps, original archives and photographs. To view archive material please try to let 
staff know in advance, as it is not always possible to retrieve material on the day.

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/heritage 
View the archive catalogue, Calmview: www.calmview.eu/wandsworth/calmview

Some of the many historic images we have of the borough can be seen on Flickr:  
www.flickr.com/photos/wandsworthheritageservice and purchased through the 
Heritage Service – please contact them for details.

HERITAGE WANDSWORTH 

WANDSWORTH HERITAGE SERVIcE 
Balloon view 3rd London General Hospital 1915

All images in this programme are courtesy of Wandsworth Heritage Service unless otherwise stated.
Front cover: Public Health Inspector takes a milk sample c.1936
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Opening hours:
Monday, Friday and Saturday: 9am-5pm 
Tuesday and Wednesday: 9am-8pm  
Thursday and Sunday: Closed  
020 7223 2334 
Email: heritage@gll.org

A wide range of enquiries are received throughout the year and from across the 
world. Two intriguing enquiries recently:

‘I have found a recipe book from the late 19th century and in the back is written: Miss Franks, 
Bramblebury, Wandsworth Common. Was this the name of a house that used to be on the common and 
if so, can I find out where it was and if Miss Franks lived there?’

‘In 1827 my ancestor who was born in Wandsworth was deported to Australia for a petty crime. She was 
20 years old and pregnant, giving birth on the journey. We have found lots of records for her subsequent 
life in Australia but very little relating to her life before her conviction. Can you help?’

Is there something you’ve always wondered about in your street or family history? 
We can give you some help in becoming a researcher and we hold informal archives 
sessions, usually on the last Wednesday of the month.

Donations to the archives are welcome; particularly any material which illustrates or 
relates to the very diverse communities within Wandsworth.

First World War Centenary 
As part of Wandsworth wide commemoration we will be launching a blog from July, 
looking at the life of the borough during the First World War.

Follow us on Twitter @ww1wandsworth for updates on the project.

View of the Thames from Putney 1878
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11.40am - Walk beside the River Wandle
Organised by the Wandsworth Society
This walk will take you along the Causeway 
from Armoury Way to Feathers Wharf. 
Taking in the history of adjoining sites in 
the Wandle Delta, we will also look at the 
listed II* Wentworth House in Dormay 
Street. We shall cross the Causeway Bridge 
over Bell Lane Creek and walk along the 
temporary riverside walk to the Thames.  
Duration: 45mins – 1 hour
Meet outside The Armoury pub (formerly  
The Crane) 14 Armoury Way SW18 1EZ
More information from:  
svpassmore@waitrose.com

1.30pm - Wandsworth’s municipal dreams
Illustrated talk focusing on housing and 
education in the borough by historian John 
Boughton, whose  blog Municipal Dreams is 
a celebration of the reforming efforts of local 
government. The history, design and ideals 
behind the LCC’s Totterdown, Dover and 
Alton Estates will be explained and Battersea 
Borough Council’s later Latchmere Estate.   
In education John will look at the London 
School Boards in the borough, the LCC and 
Aspen House. 

River Wandle c.1900

WANDSWORTH HERITAGE   
   FESTIVAL OPEN DAy
Saturday 24th May 10.30am-4.30pm
Wandsworth Town Library
Join the walk, hear the talks, browse the stalls and meet your local societies throughout the day. 
All events FREE - no need to book.

12.30pm - Wandsworth & Battersea 
Battalions in the Great War
Paul McCue, British military historian, writer 
and author, will talk about the history of the 
two Pal’s Battalions.  In 1915 Lord Kitchener 
extended his famous “Your Country Needs 
You” recruitment campaign by appealing 
to the Mayors of the London Metropolitan 
Boroughs to raise a unit of local men for 
active service overseas.  Wandsworth’s 13th 
East Surreys and Battersea’s 10th Queen’s 
both served with honour and distinction.  
But they, and the communities from which 
they came, also suffered thousands of men 
wounded and killed. This sacrifice cemented 
links with France, Belgium and Italy that 
continue today. 
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WANDSWORTH HERITAGE   
   FESTIVAL OPEN DAy
Saturday 24th May 10.30am-4.30pm
Wandsworth Town Library
Join the walk, hear the talks, browse the stalls and meet your local societies throughout the day. 
All events FREE - no need to book.

2.20pm - Honouring John Archer and other black people through plaques
Jak Beula, chair and founder of the Nubian Jak Community Trust, will talk about one 
of the UK’s most recognised independent plaque schemes. The Trust has plaques 
honouring people as diverse as Bob Marley and Malcolm X to Claudia Jones and 
Frederick Douglass.  With the involvement of local secondary school pupils the Trust 
mounted the plaque to John Archer (Battersea’s Black Mayor 1913/14) in Battersea 
Park Road in 2010. 

3.10pm - Exploring Battersea’s pubs
Local history enthusiast and Battersea resident for 29 years, Claire McConville will 
her research on the history of Battersea’s pubs.  

For more information on any of the events taking place during the Open Day, 
or if you are a community or voluntary group who would like to promote a local 
history project on the day, contact wandsworth.libraries@gll.org

The Red House, Battersea Fields c.1840
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Tooting World War One walk 
Monday 26th May - 2pm
Organised by Tooting History Group
This walk, led by Councillor Rex Osborn, looks at the story of Tooting in the First 
World War exploring the story of the Tooting Company, who recruited it and where 
it fought; the fate of others from Tooting who went to war; the wargraves in  
St Nicholas’s Churchyard and the hospital that overshadowed the Church.
• Meet at Church Corner (junction of Church Lane and Mitcham Road)  
• £5 charge (proceeds to THG)  
• No booking required.

160th Birthday of the Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disability:  
Exploring Victorian Philanthropy 
Thursday 29th May - 4.30-5.30pm
Founded by Philanthropist Dr Andrew Reed to provide long term care for people 
with incurable disease, the RHN has a fascinating history. This lecture looks at the 
establishment of the hospital and subsequent changes, including the impact of the 
First World War on the hospital and the wider perception of disability and chronic illness. 
DeLancey Lowe Room, Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disabilty, West Hill, SW15 3SW.  
• FREE 
• Please book in advance via the RHN 020 8780 4500 x5140

St Nicholas Church, Tooting 1910
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Hidden history of Putney Library 
Thursday 29th May - 6.30pm 
& Monday 2nd June - 11am
A look behind the scenes at Putney 
Library, built in 1898-99 and extended 
1996-98. Discover associations with 
World War I and find out what went 
on in the basement during World War 
II. The tour includes visits to the staff 
areas and store-rooms which reveal 
the stories and history of this grand 
building.
Tours will take approximately 1 hour.
• FREE but please book in advance at 
Putney Library 020 8780 3085

How Neighbourhoods Change 
and Why it Matters:  The Case of 
Northcote Road 
Thursday 29th May - 7.00pm
Using archives, census data and 
oral histories, this illustrated talk by 
local resident Carol Rahn shows how 
Northcote Road has changed from 
1900 to the present.   
There are many surprises in store 
regarding the retail landscape and 
history of this neighbourhood. The 
talk also explains the economic and 
demographic forces behind the
changes, alongside the more 
dynamic and personal dimension 
from current and previous  
shop owners. 
Northcote Library
• FREE but please book in advance  
contact: crahn@hotmail.co.uk

Putney Library 1907

From Official Guide to Battersea & Clapham 1917
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Interactive local history display 
24th May -1st June 
Displays at Balham, Battersea, Earlsfield, Roehampton & Southfields Libraries. 
What happened in your area before you, your parents or even grandparents were 
born? Become a historical detective and find the clues to the past in our informative 
local history display.  
• Age 8+ • FREE 

Archaeology and local history on your doorstep 
Saturday 24th May - 2-5pm, Balham Library 
Organised by the Wandsworth Historical Society 
Come along to this drop-in session and handle archaeological objects, such as 
Roman pottery and clay pipes. Discover more about Balham and Tooting’s past 
through its archaeology, local history and old maps. Identify objects just like an 
archaeologist, and perhaps even bring along some old pottery and objects that you 
have found. 
• Age 6+ • FREE • Booking not required 
For more information contact: pamela.greenwood@btopenworld.com

Family fun workshop: toys from the past 
Wednesday 28th May - 2-4pm, Wandsworth Town Library 
Organised by Wandsworth Museum 
An afternoon of child’s play! Explore the wonderful world of toys with us: discover 
the old-fashioned toys and games that Wandsworthians used to play with and make 
your own toy to take home. 
• Age 3+ • FREE • Please book in advance via Wandsworth Museum:  
bookings@wandsworthmuseum.co.uk  

Tel: 0208 870 6060

Create your own Coat of Arms 
Friday 30th May - 11am-12 noon, Southfields Library  
What do teardrops, ships’ oars, a dragon and a dove have in 
common? Answer: they are all part of the Wandsworth Coat of Arms. 
Come and learn about heraldry, choose what you would include in 
your own coat of arms and then design it. 
Age 7-11 • FREE • Please book in advance via Southfields Library:  
Tel: 020 8780 1945

All children must be accompanied by an adult in order to take part in 
these activities.

EVENTS FOR ALL THE FAMILy
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History walk of North Battersea 
Saturday 31st May - 11am-1pm
Join Councillor Tony Belton on a non-arduous historical tour of North Battersea 
starting at the Latchmere pub and ending at BAC. Explore styles of housing, little 
known stories such as the Brown Dog riots and the residence of Britain’s first female 
pilot. Find yourself in at least two places you never knew existed!
Meet at 11am diagonally opposite the Latchmere pub (junction of Battersea Park 
Road and Battersea Bridge Road)
• £10 • Booking essential
Contact: tonybelton@btconnect.com to book your place

Much More Than a Theatre 
Saturday 31st May 
Opened in 1893 as Battersea Town Hall and subsequently home to Battersea 
Arts Centre for over 30 years, we invite you to explore some of the stories from 
our building’s 120 year history and find out about the forthcoming £13.3 million 
redevelopment. You can also view our exhibition: ‘All and everyone: the Town Hall 
in the Great War’ and contribute to our digital archive. Bring your family artefacts, 
memories and photographs relating to World War I and Battersea Town Hall for us to 
record and digitise on the spot, making them part of our digital collection.
Tours at 11am & 3pm (1.5 hrs approx.) Contributions to the archive accepted 12-4pm
Battersea Arts Centre, Lavender Hill, London SW11 5TN 
• 020 7223 2223 • www.bac.org.uk
• FREE • Booking advised for tours • Limited to 25 people per tour

Battersea Town Hall postcard c.1905
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Uncover the secrets behind the history 
of your house: Researching houses in 
Wandsworth 
Monday 2nd June - 7pm
Have you ever wanted to know more about 
the history of your house and the stories 
of people who once called it home? House 
historian Melanie Backe-Hansen, author of 
House Histories and Historic Streets and 
Squares, will discuss some research tips and 
give advice on the key tools and sources 
you can use. She will also reveal some of 
the fascinating stories of houses she has 
researched around Wandsworth.
• Battersea Library
• FREE • No booking required 

Wandsworth Prison Museum Open Weekend 
Saturday 31st May & Sunday 1st June - 10am-1pm & 2-4pm each day
With over 160 years of history, this small museum contains a range of exhibits from 
its earliest days to the present time. The displays include uniforms, photographs and 
items relating to capital punishment, spies, traitors and World War II. This will be the 
last chance to see the museum’s collection in its current location.   
Museum is located at 27 Heathfield Road SW18 3HR
• FREE • No booking required
For more information contact:  wandsworthprisonmusuem@hmps.gsi.gov.uk

 
Balham since the arrival of the railways 
Sunday 1st June - 2.30pm
Organised by The Balham Society
A walk, conducted by John Rattray, around the town centre of Balham built up since 
the coming of the railway in the mid-nineteenth century, and drawing out aspects 
of its development over that period.
Meet outside St Mary’s Church, Balham High Road  
(just south of Balham Station). • No booking required
• A collection will be taken (proceeds to the Balham Society) 
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Bygone Streatham, the lost corner of Wandsworth 
Monday 2nd June - 7.45pm for 8pm
Organised by the Streatham Society
In this illustrated talk, local historian and Society archivist John Brown will 
compare the present day Streatham in Lambeth with the Edwardian Streatham in 
Wandsworth. Streatham was transferred to Lambeth in 1965. 
Woodlawns, 16 Leigham Court Road SW16 2PJ (5mins walk from Streatham Hill 
Station)
• FREE • No booking required 
More information: 020 8764 8314 
 
Historic walk around the Grove House Estate, Froebel College 
Tuesday 3rd June - 2pm 
Friday 6th June - 11am
Froebel College is a constituent College of the University of Roehampton; the 
College purchased Grove House, Roehampton, in 1921. Within the grounds of this 
charming Georgian house are delightful follies, a lake, a Mausoleum and an ice 
house. The stories behind these historic monuments are fascinating and will be 
revealed during a walking tour of the grounds. 
Meet in the main entrance of Grove House , at the junction of Clarence Lane and 
Roehampton Lane.Tours will take approximately 90 minutes.
Froebel College, University of Roehampton, Roehampton Lane SW15 5PJ
• FREE • Booking advised: 020 8392 3514 or gilly.king@roehampton.ac.uk
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A series of events to celebrate John Archer. He was among the 
first people of African descent to be elected to public office in 
Britain as a councillor in Battersea, and in 1913, the first black 
mayor in London.  His biographer, Sean Creighton of Agenda 
Services is running a series of events during the Heritage 
Festival to celebrate his achievements. All events are free with 
no need to book in advance.  
For more information contact: wandsworth.libraries@gll.org

John Archer’s Battersea walks 
Wednesday 28th May 7pm & Sunday 1st June 2pm:  
Brynmaer Rd to St Joseph’s Church 
Thursday 5th June 7pm & Saturday 7th June 2pm:  
Brynmaer Rd to Battersea Arts Centre 
Sean Creighton leads these walks taking in features of Battersea relating to John 
Archer’s time here. Meet outside 55 Brynmaer Rd, SW11 4EN

John Archer’s Views on British and Black History 
Tuesday 27th May - 7pm 
John Archer was an advocate of social justice and black rights. This talk will discuss his 
views on British and Black history, and the white abolitionists and black campaigners he 
regarded as significant, both in Britain and the United States. 
Battersea Library

JOHN ARcHER’S BATTERSEA

Culture and sport in John Archer’s Battersea 
Tuesday 3rd June - 7pm 
A keen supporter of the Nine Elms Swimming 
Club, John Archer, Battersea’s Mayor (1913/14) 
and friend of composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 
(d. 1912) is just one of many leading citizens 
who supported the rich cultural and sports life of 
Battersea from the 1890s to 1932, which this talk 
will focus on.  
Battersea Library 

Councillor Archer moves the  resolution

A display about John Archer will be available at 
Wandsworth Town Library for the duration of the 
Heritage Festival.  
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The Totterdown Estate : When Tooting Led the Way  
Tuesday 3rd June - 6.30-8pm
Organised by Tooting History Group
Join local historian and Blue Badge guide Janet Smith for a walk through the 
Totterdown Estate conservation area. Built between 1901-1911, it was an early 
attempt by a local authority to combine the city with the countryside for the benefit 
of the estate’s working-class residents.
Meet at Edward VII statue, Tooting Broadway Tube Station
• £5 charge (proceeds to THG)

Twixt the Commons walk 
Wednesday 4th June - 6.30pm (duration approx. 1.5 hours)
Organised by the Clapham Society
A walk between Clapham and Wandsworth Commons led by local author Timothy 
Walker which will explore the changes between the 18th and 20th centuries.
Meet at Clapham South tube station
• Booking essential: tehwalker@uwclub.net

Bellevue Road postcard c.1910



14

Mapping Battersea 1750-2000 
Thursday 5th June - 7pm
Organised by the Battersea Society
Local historian Sven Tester will talk on the 
topography of Battersea during this period 
using illustrations from his own collection of 
original maps, reproductions and prints, from 
John Rocque’s map of 1748, via Stanford’s of 
1865 to modern examples. He will bring his 
own collection to the meeting for people to 
view. 
St Mary’s Parish Church, Battersea Church 
Road SW11 5NA
• £5 Charge • No booking required

Wandsworth’s Heritage: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
Thursday 5th June - 7.45 for 8pm
Organised by the Wandsworth Society
In a rapidly changing London how can, or should, Wandsworth preserve, sustain 
and enhance our built and natural environment?  Come to hear a panel of the 
Wandsworth Society’s specialist speakers discuss the future of our heritage: our 
town centre, commons and rivers (Wandle and Thames). Join in the debate, with 
questions and comments.
West Side Church, Melody Road, SW18 2QQ
• FREE • No booking required

Rocque map of Battersea 1760

Wandsworth Bridge c.1890
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Rocque map of Battersea 1760

From Lake to Lido: the Story of Tooting Bec Lido 
Friday 6th June - 2.30-3.30 pm
Organised by Tooting History Group
At the opening of the Bathing Lake on Tooting Common on 28 July 1906, one 
dignitary expressed the hope that it would be ‘a benefit to the public for a long time 
to come’. Local historian Janet Smith looks back on more than 100 years of the 
ever-popular lido.
Bruce Hall, All Saints Church, Brudenell Road, Tooting, SW17 8DQ
• £3 charge (proceeds to THG)
• For group bookings please call 07939 551 465. Otherwise turn up on the day.

Scanning the Past 
Saturday 7th June - 10am-4pm
Organised by Tooting History Group
Do you have any old photographs of 
Tooting? Bring your post-cards, family 
photos and newspaper cuttings 
along to Tooting Library so that the 
Tooting History Group can scan them 
to create an archive of the area.
Tooting Library

Tooting Bec Lido 1970s postcard

Tooting band, date unknown
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Historical Tour of Emanuel School and its Grounds 
Saturday 7th June - 10am & 11.30am
The Emanuel School Archivist will take you on a tour of the buildings, interiors and 
grounds which will whisk you back to the days of when it was a boarding school and 
orphanage. The School Archive will also be open.
Meet in Emanuel School library, beyond the main reception.
• Tours will take approximately 75 minutes
• Emanuel School, Battersea Rise SW11 1HS
• FREE • Email: trj@emanuel.org.uk to book your place. Max. 30 per tour.

Battersea Thames Path Walk 
Sunday 8th June - 2-4pm
Organised by the Battersea Society
The walk led by Councillor Rex Osborn will reveal some notable sites, stories and 
characters from Battersea’s past.  We will finish in Battersea Park.
Meet at 2pm by the Thames in the Churchyard of St. Mary’s Church,  
(off Battersea Church Road) SW11 5NA
• £5 charge (proceeds to the Battersea Society) • No booking required

Playing rugby at Emanuel School c.1912. Photograph courtesy of T. R. Jones, Emanuel School archivist.

Wandsworth Heritage Prize for schools
Exploring the history of events and people of Wandsworth
This new prize will be launched in September to encourage 
children and young people to research and draw inspiration 

from the rich history and heritage that surrounds them. More 
information will be available on the website - 

www.better.org/libraries
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Around Furzedown 
Sunday 8th June - 2.30pm
Organised by the Streatham Society
A walk around Furzedown and Streatham Park led by historian Helen Long, looking 
at places of interest and discovering some of the well-known people connected  
with them.
Meet at Furzedown pub, Mitcham Lane (corner of Thrale Road)
• FREE • No booking required
• More information: 020 8764 8314

Furzedown House, Tooting c.1915.

There are now eight Green Plaques across the borough mounted at sites of local 
historical importance or at the residences of notable past residents and chosen by 
Heritage Wandsworth. The Wandsworth green plaques complement the existing 
English Heritage ‘blue plaques’. Details of all the plaques are on the Wandsworth 
Council website: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/heritage

GREEN PLAQUES 
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Balham Society
www.balham.com/community/the-balham-society/

Battersea Society
www.batterseasociety.org.uk

Clapham Society
www.claphamsociety.com

De Morgan Foundation
www.demorgan.org.uk

East Surrey Family History Society
www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk

Friends of Battersea Park
www.batterseapark.org

Friends of Wandsworth Museum
www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk/support-us/friends/

Putney Society
www.putneysociety.org.uk

Streatham Society
www.streathamsociety.org.uk

Tooting History Group
www.facebook.com/TootingLocalHistoryGroup

Wandsworth Historical Society
www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk

Wandsworth Society
www.wandsworthsociety.org.uk
        

LOcAL SOcIETIES 
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Balham Library
16 Ramsden Road, SW12 8QY
(020) 8673 1129

Battersea Library
265 Lavender Hill, SW11 1JB
(020) 7223 2334

Battersea Park Library
309 Battersea Park Road, SW11 4NF
(020) 7720 4122

Earlsfield Library
276 Magdalen Road, SW18 3NY
(020) 8946 2088

Northcote Library
155e Northcote Road, SW11 6QB
(020 ) 7223 2336

Putney Library
5/7 Disraeli Road. SW15 2DR
(020) 8780 3085

Roehampton Library
2 Danebury Avenue, SW15 4HD
(020) 8246 6979

Southfields Library
300 Wimbledon Park Road, SW19 6NL 
(020) 8780 1945

Tooting Library
75 Mitcham Road, SW17 9PD
(020) 8767 0543

Wandsworth Town Library
11 Garratt Lane, SW18 4AQ
(020) 8877 1742

York Gardens Library
34 Lavender Road, SW11 2UG
(020) 7223 2341

Email: wandsworth.libraries@gll.org

LIBRARIES

Sheep on Wandsworth Common 1914



20

GLL aims to ensure that the information provided is correct at the time of going to print but there may be unavoidable last minute changes 
in events.  Any changes will be posted in libraries and on our website, please visit www.better.org.uk. Better is a registered trademark of GLL 
(Greenwich Leisure Limited), a charitable social enterprise. Registered office: Middlegate House, The Royal Arsenal, London,  SE18 6SX. IPS 
No: 27793, Inland Revenue Charity No: XR43398

Competitions at Tooting Parish Church bazaar 1901




