
1. Information kiosk 

2. Central Saint Giles 

Outside Holborn Station, 88–94 Kingsway, London WC2B 6AA

Meet by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 
1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG
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Where our walks start from
inmidtown’s walks are led by Aly Mir,  
a professional guide and history graduate.

* All 10am and 1pm walks start from the orange 
information kiosk outside Holborn Station, 
88-94 Kingsway, London WC2B 6AA. 

** All 11am, 2pm and 5.30pm walks start  
by the red sculpture in the courtyard of  
Central Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles High Street,  
London WC2H 8AG. 

The walks are free. There’s no need to book  
in advance – except unless stated in the  
walk description. 

For up-to-the-minute special offers, travel updates and
weather reports, follow us on Twitter @GoToMidtown. 
Learn more about the history of Bloomsbury, Holborn  
and St. Giles on Facebook, search ‘GoToMidtown’:  
Our timeline goes back 1,000 years! 

For the hearing-impaired
If you are hearing-impaired, we can provide a short 
custom-written guide to the places we visit to increase 
your enjoyment. Just let us know 3 days before the walk 
you want to attend and our Guide will prepare one for you.

What people have said about our lunchtime walks...

“I’m a huge fan - a wonderful way to  
discover London.”David Semple, Hammersmith & Fulham resident, 2014 

“Aly is extremely well informed. He makes the 
walks fun. They are a joy to attend.’’Isabel Cantwell, Lewisham resident, 2014

And about our bespoke walks...

“As an organisation who is new to the area,  
we were keen to explore our new surroundings.  
The tours were an informative and interesting way 
to do this and I would recommend them to anyone 
who wants to get to know Bloomsbury.’’Richard Thorburn, Arts Council, 2014

“I just wanted to follow up on the walk yesterday 
with my personal thanks. It was fascinating – so many 
engaging stories so close by that will be coming back 
to me every time I am on my way in to the office. 
Everyone was talking about it with masses of  
enthusiasm afterwards.’’ Clare Jenkinson, BUPA, 2014

“Thank you so much for the fantastic walk and 
quiz on Friday night. A perfect mix of the interesting, 
intriguing and amusing!’’Kirstin Sibley, The Folio Society, 2014

And about the Museum Mile walk…

“I appreciate the excellent research and attention to 
detail in planning the timing and route of the Museum 
Mile Tour. I look forward to revisiting some of the 
exhibits introduced on this taster. Very informative!’’Barbara Haider, Camden resident, 2014  

A few words about our walks

As an additional exclusive service for businesses in the 
inmidtown Business Improvement District area we can offer 
bespoke walks designed around your own theme.

If you are planning a special event, a work day out, an office party, 
or someone’s leaving do, then why not include a guided walk?

 We can design a walk taking you from your workplace 
to a chosen venue, pointing out places of interest  
en route. We can add in a quiz or even a pub stop!

 Discover the history of the road where your business  
is based, or simply choose from the list on  
www.inmidtown.org, including gruesome  
tales, popular culture and ghost stories.

 Once you have made your choice our guide will lead 
your own private walk, just for your employees, at a 
date and time to suit you.

 Most of our bespoke walks last 1 hour. However, there  
are ones that last up to 1 ½ hours if you want to go 
the extra mile.

If your business is recruiting new staff, we also run area 
introduction walks for new starters. Lasting an hour these 
take a lighthearted look at the history of Bloomsbury, 
Holborn and St. Giles and provide up to date information on 
local facilities, including transport links and services provided 
by the inmidtown BID.

To arrange your own bespoke walk please call us on  
020 7078 7077 or email info@inmidtown.org

2nd Floor / Sicilian House / Sicilian Avenue / London / WC1A 2QR /  

020 7078 7077 / info@inmidtown.org / gotomidtown.co.uk

Go your own way with 
one of our bespoke walks

inmidtown is the local Business Improvement 
District representing over 560 businesses within 
Bloomsbury, Holborn and St. Giles. 

We aim to develop and maintain the district as a 
destination of choice, as a quality working 
environment, a place which is vibrant for visitors  
and profitable for business. 

Our objectives include ensuring inmidtown is a safe 
area with low crime levels, enabling business 
sustainability via cost savings and carbon savings, 
and to enhance the quality of the public realm.

There are more walks just around the corner...
Our next programme of walks will cover the period  
July - September 2015. Some of the walks from the 
current programme will be featured and there will be 
some new subjects to look out for including the history 
of health care in Holborn and eastern Bloomsbury and 
a tour about the pop musician Adam Ant.

Free Guided

Walks
1 April – 30 June 2015

      @GoToMidtown          GoToMidtown

NEW WALKS: 
Health Visitor
Curtain Call 
Sinister St. Giles 



Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 April | Who ate all  
the Pies? | 1pm start*

Today we hear about the story of the eighteenth century serial 
killer Sweeney Todd. This walk visits the site of his barber shop 
and the place where his victims were made into meat pies. 
Starts by the orange information kiosk outside Holborn 
Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Wednesday 8 and Friday 10 April | Curtain Call (New) | 
1pm start*

The fourth of our walks about local theatres. Today we go to 
the outside of the Dominion and Shaftesbury theatres to hear 
about their history. Starts by the orange information kiosk 
outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Wednesday 15 and Friday 17 April | Suffragette City | 

1pm start*

We visit several sites in Holborn and Bloomsbury linked to  
the struggle for votes for women. Starts by the orange 
information kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Wednesday 22 April | Homes of Famous People | 

1pm start*

This tour visits some of the houses in Holborn formerly occupied 
by famous people, including the first British Prime Minister to 
be assassinated, and important dwellings from the history of 
literature and invention. Starts by the orange information 
kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Thursday 23 April | St. George | 1pm start*

A patriotic theme for St George’s Day. This walk takes us to 
the place where our national anthem was first sung publicly. 
We also visit a former home and the final resting place of the 
composer of Rule Britannia. Starts by the orange information 
kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Tuesday 28 April | Health Visitor (New) | 5.30pm start**

The first in our series of walks about health care past and 
present. Today we visit locations in the western part of 
Bloomsbury, including hospitals and the homes of medical 
scientists. The walk will last one and a half hours, starting 
at 5.30pm by the red sculpture in the  
courtyard of Central Saint Giles,  
1 St. Giles High Street,  
London WC2H 8AG and  
ending on Great Russell Street.

Wednesday 29 April | Bloomsbury People | 1pm start*

We visit the homes of some of Bloomsbury’s famous former 
residents, including personalities from the worlds of science, 
music, philosophy and religion. Starts by the orange  
information kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

MAY
Wednesday 6 and Friday 8 May | Sinister St. Giles (New) | 
1pm start*

Bordering some of London’s most fashionable districts, St. Giles 
is today an area of exciting change with Crossrail and the 
Central Saint Giles development. This walk explores St. Giles’s 
sinister past, including the sites of a workhouse and a plague 
burial pit. Starts by the orange information kiosk outside 
Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Wednesday 13 May | Great Plague | 1pm start*

Visit the area where the Great Plague of 1665 started, and hear 
about these terrible times. Starts by the orange information 
kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

APRIL
Friday 15 May | Museums at Night  |  
5.30pm start**

The walk will start at 5.30pm by the red sculpture 
in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles 
High Street, London WC2H 8AG and end by 
8.30pm on Great Russell Street.

FREE. Booking required.

We visit 5 of the museums in the Museum Mile 
– the Cartoon Museum, the Brunei Gallery, the 
Petrie Museum, the UCL Rock Room and the 
British Museum.

20 places only.

Booking is required and admission to the walk 
is by ticket only.
To apply for a place please email walks@inmidtown.org 

Maximum 2 places per email.

Booking commences 1 April 2015. Please do not apply before 
this date because your application will not be accepted. 

Thursday 11 and Friday 12 June | Very Old Holborn |  

1pm start*

This walk takes us to some of the buildings dating from before 
the time of the Great Fire of London in 1666 that still stand in 
Holborn. Starts by the orange information kiosk outside 
Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Saturday 13 June | Stroll On | 2pm start**

A special walk about T-Rex star Marc Bolan. Our tour includes 
sites in Bloomsbury, Holborn, St Giles and Covent Garden that 
featured in the life and career of this rock music legend from 
the ‘60s and ‘70s. The walk will last 2 hours starting at 2pm 
by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 
1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG and ending near 
Theobald’s Road.

Tuesday 16 June | Health Visitor (New) | 5.30pm start**

The first in our series of walks about health care past and 
present. Today we visit locations in the western part of 
Bloomsbury, including hospitals and the homes of medical 
scientists. The walk will last one and a half hours, starting 
at 5.30pm by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central 
Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG  and 
ending on Great Russell Street.

Wednesday 17 and Friday 19 June | Sinister St. Giles 
(New) | 1pm start*

Bordering some of London’s most fashionable districts, St. Giles 
is today an area of exciting change with Crossrail and the 
Central Saint Giles development. This walk explores St. Giles’s 
sinister past, including the sites of a workhouse and a plague 
burial pit. Starts by the orange information kiosk outside 
Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Tuesday 23 June | Pepys Show | 5.30pm start**

Samuel Pepys’ famous diary provides a fascinating record of 
life in London in the 1660s, covering the restoration of the 
monarchy and the Great Plague. On the walk we see sites in 
the Holborn area referred to by Pepys in his diary. The walk 
will last one and three quarter hours, starting at 5.30pm 
by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 
1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG and ending by 
Chancery Lane at 7.15pm.

Wednesday 24 June | Going Underground | 1pm start*

Below Holborn there is a mile of tunnels unconnected to 
London Underground. This tour explores their purpose, history, 
and the various entrances that have until recently been largely 
unknown. Please note that this walk will be on the surface 
only and will not be going down any of the tunnels. Starts by 
the orange information kiosk outside Holborn Station.  
Lasts 45 minutes.

Friday 26 June | Walking Out! | 1pm start*

Pride in London takes place tomorrow. To celebrate the event 
we walk to sites in Bloomsbury and Holborn associated with 
lesbian and gay history, including the venue of the first Gay 
Liberation Front meeting in Britain. Starts by the orange 
information kiosk outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 June | 

LFA2015
For details about inmidtown’s 
participation in the London Festival of 
Architecture 2015 please visit our website 
inmidtown.org/services/walks/

Tuesday 30 June | Health Visitor (New) | 5.30pm start**

The first in our series of walks about health care past and 
present. Today we visit locations in the western part of 
Bloomsbury, including hospitals and the homes of medical 
scientists. The walk will last one and a half hours, starting 
at 5.30pm by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central 
Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG and 
ending at 7pm on Great Russell Street.

Tuesday 19 May | Health Visitor (New) | 5.30pm start**

The first in our series of walks about health care past and present. 
Today we visit locations in the western part of Bloomsbury, 
including hospitals and the homes of medical scientists.  
The walk will last one and a half hours, starting at 5.30pm 
by the red sculpture in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles,  
1 St. Giles High Street, London WC2H 8AG and ending  
on Great Russell Street.

Wednesday 20 and Friday 22 May | Curtain Call (New) | 
1pm start*

The fourth of our walks about local theatres. Today we go to the 
outside of the Dominion and Shaftesbury theatres to hear about 
their history. Starts by the orange information kiosk outside 
Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Tuesday 26 May | Dr Feelbad | 5.30pm start**

Today we visit sites connected to Dr Crippen – a notorious 
murderer from a century ago. The walk will last one and  
three quarter hours, starting at 5.30pm by the red sculpture 
in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles High Street, 
London WC2H 8AG and ending at 7.15pm by Holborn Station.

Wednesday 27 May | Horrible Holborn | 1pm start*

The pleasantness of present-day Holborn hides a dark and 
sinister past. This tour uncovers it. Please note that this walk 
includes graphic descriptions of executions that some people 
might find upsetting! Starts by the orange information kiosk 
outside Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

Friday 29 May | Holborn United | 1pm start*

The FA Cup Final takes place tomorrow. To get ready for the big 
kick-off our walk explores sites in Holborn from the history of 
football. Starts by the orange information kiosk outside 
Holborn Station. Lasts 45 minutes.

JUNE
Monday 1 June | The Bloomsbury Group | 5.30pm start**

Visiting some of the many sites connected with the Bloomsbury 
Group of writers, artists and intellectuals. This walk will last an 
hour and three quarters, starting at 5.30pm by the red 
sculpture in the courtyard of Central Saint Giles, 1 St. Giles 
High Street, London WC2H 8AG and ending at 7.15pm in 
Gordon Square.

Tuesday 2 June | Hip to be Square | 1pm start*

Today we go to Queen Square and round off our walk with a visit 
to see the contemporary art of the October Gallery. Starts by 
the orange information kiosk outside Holborn Station.  
Lasts 45 minutes.


