
‘This is London! How do you like it?’
Some notes on early children’s books about London  by Hawk Norton

 

 
 Before the mid C18th, with the exception of Aesop’s fables, the few books published for chil-
dren were predominantly educational or religious and very few were illustrated. However, with the 
rise of the middle class, with both more money and more leisure time to spend with their children, 
the following period saw a recognition of childhood being distinct from adulthood, and a time, if 
circumstances allowed, to be enjoyed. This led to a rapid rise in the number, quality and diversity of 
books published for children. The most popular genres were fairy tales and moral tales but several 
publishers produced books about London. 
 The following is a brief time-line / bibliography of these earliest children’s books about London 
in which, for the sake of perspective, I have included a couple of landmarks in children’s literature 
not related to London. To my knowledge, no one has attempted such a bibliography before, so if 
you’re aware of anything that I’ve missed, please let me know. Some early children’s books sold 
very well and went through several editions but due to rough usage and the tendency of children to 
dispose of their books when they feel they have outgrown them, most early children’s books about 
London are now quite rare. However, many of the books listed can be viewed on the internet.

	 The	first	children’s	books	about	London	were	‘The	Cries	of	London,’	of	which	dozens	of	edi-
tions were published including:

1754  ‘London Cries’ by John Kirk
Four	different	children’s	versions	with	a	dozen	prints	-	sold	in	loose	sheets,	bound,	boxed,	or	scroll.	

1760  ‘The Cries of London, or, Child’s Moral Instructor; for the use of schools, private families, 
governesses, tutors &c. Decorated with 32 copper plates, elegantly engraved; with a moral and em-
blematical description of each particular story; intended at once to make instruction pleasing; and 
unite humour with decency.’ Published by Edward Ryland.





1770  ‘The London Cries, for the amusement of all the good children throughout the world. Taken-
from life. Published by Newbery.

1775  ‘The Cries of London, as they are daily exhibited in the streets: with an epigram in verse, 
adapted to each. Embellished with sixty-two elegant cuts. To which is added, a description of the 
metropolis in verse’. Published by F. Newbery.

1795  ‘The Cries of London: for the instruction of good children; decorated with 24 cuts from life.’

1797  ‘The Cries of London: displaying the manners, customs and characters of various people who 
traverse London streets with articles to sell: to which is added some pretty poetry applicable to each 
character, intended to amuse and instruct all good children’ by Timothy Ticklecheek. Published by 
J. Fairburn 

1800  ‘New Milk from the Cow: New London Cries for good children’.  

1807  ‘The Infant’s Cabinet of the Cries of London’. Published by J. Marshall

1813  ‘Cries of London: for the amusement of all good children throughout the world; adorned with 
cuts’. Published by J. Poole

1815  ‘The Cries of London: as they are heard daily; with character cuts of those who travers the 
streets of London with articles to sell. Calculated to entertain little masters and misses’ by George 
Cruikshank. Published by J. Chappell

1820  ‘Sam Syntax’s Description of the Cries of London’. Published by John Harris

Many more editions of The Cries of London continued to be published for children throughout the 
C19th.



	 Thomas	Boreman	was	the	first	publisher	to	specialise	in	childen’s	books	which	he	sold	from	his	
shop in Ludgate Hill and ‘near the two giants in Guildhall.’ For a payment of sixpence a child could 
have	their	name	printed	in	the	next	book	in	a	list	of	subscribers.	But	the	books	weren’t	profitable	
and he stopped publishing in 1743 complaining that ‘success and he had long been strangers’. His 
London books were miniature, 59x45mm, describing the sights of London and sold for 4d. Illus-
trated with charming primitive woodcuts, they are very cute and very rare: 
1740  ‘The Gigantick History of the two Famous Giants and other Curiosities in Guildhall, London.’ 
2 vols.
1741  ‘The Curiosities of the Tower of London.’ 2 vols. 
1741  ‘The History and Description of the Famous Cathedral of St. Paul’s to which is added, an ac-
count of the Monument of the Fire of London.’ 2 vols.
1742  ‘Westminster Abbey.’ 3 vols. 

1744		‘Tommy	Thumb’s	Pretty	Song	Book’	by	Mary	Cooper,	the	first	collection	of	nursery	rhymes.

 John Newbery (1713-67), ‘The Father of Children’s Literature,’ was the most successful of 
the early children’s publishers. He had premises at 20 Ludgate Street on the corner of St. Paul’s 
churchyard, an area that was the heart of the London book trade with about 130 printers and book 
sellers. An early success in 1744, was ‘A Little Pretty Pocket Book’, a compendium of rhymes and 
stories, priced 6d. For an extra 2d the purchaser would receive a ball or pin cushion, coloured red on 
one side and black on the other. The child was to record their behaviour by sticking a pin in the red 
side if they were good or the black if bad, to ‘infallibly make Tommy a good boy and Polly a good 
girl.’ By the end of the century it had sold more than 10,000 copies. He also published the Lillipu-
tion	Magazine	whose	readers	formed	the	first	children’s	club,	‘The	Lillipution	Society,’	vowing	
‘to promote each other’s interest and happiness, and the interest and happiness of all mankind, but 
especially those who are poor and distresed.’ Commissioning the likes of Dr Johnson, Oliver Gold-
smith and Tobias Smollett, he published more than 500 books about 100 of which were for children 
including: 



1753  ‘An Historical Description of St. Paul’s Cathedral to which are added a description of the 
Monument, some conjectures concerning London-Stone and other Roman relicks and a review of 
the Antient Wall and Gates about the City’ by David Henry. Price 6d.
1753  ‘An Historical Description of the Tower of London and its curiosities’ by David Henry. Price 6d. 
1753  ‘An Historical Description of Westminster Abbey, its monuments and curiosities’ by David 
Henry. Price 6d.
1770  The Curiosities of London and Westminster Described: In four volumes. 2s the set, or 6d each.
Though	similar	in	size	and	illustrations,	these	110x70mm	miniature	books	were	more	adult	in	their	
descriptions than Boreman’s.
An astute businessman, Newbery possibly made more money from trading in patent medicines than 
books.	On	his	death,	the	firm	passed	to	his	son	Francis	Newbery,	stepson	Thomas	Carnan	and	his	
nephew,	Francis	and	his	nephew’s	wife	Elizabeth.

1760		William	Hamley	opens	his	first	London	toy	shop,	called	‘Noah’s	Ark,’	in	High	Holborn.

1764  ‘A New History of London, from its foundation to the present year’ by the Rev. George Reeves.
‘Among the variety of publications that are daily ushered into the world, it is a matter of wonder 
that none have attempted an epitome of the history and description of London, Westminster, and the 
out parts, for the amusement and improvement of youth ...’ 
A promising introduction to what is, unfortunately, rather a dull book, written in question and an-
swer form, an example being:
Q. Are there any wild beasts and foreign animals kept in the Tower?
A. There are many lions, tygers, leopards, panthers, vultures, eagles, and other wild beasts of vari-
ous denominations, well worth seeing, mostly presented to the kings of England, by monarchs of 
divers kingdoms.
However, some of the material is unbelievably dull, examples of particular low points being:
Q. Where does the society for propagating the gospel in foreign parts hold their meetings?
A. At the Chapter house in St. Paul’s church yard.
Q. What is remarkable of Mr Cragg’s monument?
A.	That	it	was	one	of	the	first	in	the	abbey	that	was	represented	in	a	standing	posture.

1798  ‘Instructive Rambles in London, and the Adjacent Villages. Designed to amuse the mind, and 
improve	the	understanding	of	youth’	by	Elizabeth	Helme.
Mr Richardson, ‘a considerable merchant in the city of London,’ brings his children to London on 
the death of their mother for ‘instructive rambles’ round the sights. Many early children’s books 
about London follow this format of an older relative touring London with their children.

‘Having made a hasty meal, they proceeded to view the curious 
cavern discovered in the year 1780, on the left side of the ascent 
to Blackheath; and having procured a guide, they entered it. The 
guide	led	the	way	with	a	lanthorn,	down	a	regular	flight	of	steps	
composed	of	chalk,	and	at	least	fifty	feet	from	the	surface	of	the	
earth, at the entrance, and, as the guide informed them, at the ex-
tremity of the cavern 160 feet. They then reached the apartments, 
which are seven in number, and where the guide lighted up can-
dles. Some of these apartments are from twelve to thirty-six feet 
wide each way, and have a communication with each other, by 
arched avenues. The sides and roof of these are chalk, the bottom 
of sand: some of the apartments have large conical domes, up-
wards of thirty-six feet high, supported by columns of chalk, and 



in	one	of	them	is	a	well	of	very	fine	water,	twenty-seven	feet	deep.	Charles	and	Mary	were	not	soon	
weary of exploring this cavern: but Mr. Richardson observing the latter shuddered, and complained 
of	extreme	cold,	desired	the	guide	to	lead	the	way	out.	“How	amazingly	curious!”	said	Mary,	as	
they reached the top of the stairs, and again beheld the rays of the sun, which was setting as splen-
didly as possible, for the last of October, “yet how gladly do I again see the cheerful light! I shall 
hereafter consider it with redoubled pleasure; for how dreadful must a dwelling be where it never en-
ters!”	“Dreadful,	indeed!”	resumed	her	father.	Yet	how	many	are	condemned	to	labour	in	the	bowels	
of the earth where no beam of cheering sunshine can ever perforate, to dig for metals and minerals 
for the use of their more fortunate fellow-creatures, who never consider the sorrow and labour they 
have been procured with.’

	 Thomas	Tegg	(1776-1845)	was	a	successful	and	very	prolific	publisher.	Mostly	based	in	Cheap-
side and specialising in reprints and chapbook abridgements of popular books, by his death in 1845 
he had published more than four thousand titles including:
1799  ‘The Curiosities of London containing a descriptive and entertaining sketch of the British me-
tropolis for the amusement of youth ornamented with numerous superb engravings’ by Thomas Tegg.
A 40 page chapbook with 6 crude illustrations. A general description of London precedes sections 
on the Tower, Westminster Bridge, Blackfriars Bridge, London Bridge, St. Paul’s, Guildhall and 
East India House.
‘It has been estimated that London contains about 8,000 streets, lanes, alleys, and courts; 60 
squares, and 160,000 houses, warehouses, and other buildings. London abounds with markets, 
warehouses, and shops, for all articles of necessity or luxury; and, perhaps, there is no town in 
which an inhabitant, who possesses the universal medium of exchange, can be so freely supplied as 
here with the produce of nature or art, from every quarter of the globe.’

1799  ‘The Wonders of the British metropolis: being an instructive and amusing sketch of London’ 
by Thomas Tegg. A 36 page chapbook continuation to ‘Curiosities’ with sections on The Royal 
Exchange, Newgate, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Somerset House, Carlton House, Horseguards, 
Admiralty, Treasury, House of Lords, House of Commons and the Foundling Hospital with 8 crude 
illustrations.

1800  ‘Views of the Principal Buildings in London: with an account of the curiosities they contain.’ 
Printed and sold by J. Marshall.
John Marshall (1756-1824) described himself as ‘The Children’s Printer’ and referred to his readers 
as his ‘young friends.’ From premises in Fleet Street and a shop in Cheapside, he published chil-
dren’s literature, chapbooks, educational games and teaching aids.  

1812 ‘Walks of Usefulness in London and its Environs’ by John Campbell Kingland. Published by 
Lincoln & Edmands, 53 Cornhill.
Moralising aplenty on the streets of London:
‘I	was	very	much	shocked	by	observing	a	fish	woman	skinning	a	live	eel	with	the	greatest	uncon-
cern. On inquiring how she could be so cruel as to perform that operation while the creature was 
alive; Pho! said she, they are quite accustomed to it, for I do it everyday. But not to the same eels, 
said	I.	No,	that	is	true.	Think	then,	how	you	should	like	to	have	your	skin	torn	from	your	flesh	
whilst you were alive. Could that poor helpless animal speak, it would call out, Oh, murderer! Oh, 
the pain, torment, and misery I am suffering! Rather cut off my head, and kill me outright! I am 
willing to be a dinner for any man, but Oh, do not torment me! The woman threw down the eel, and 
asked me who I was; for she never heard a man express pity for an eel before. I fear, added she, you 
have prevented my skinning anymore. A man came to the stall, and asked for a skinned eel, there is 
one	half-skinned,	you	can	finish	the	work	yourself.	He	paid	for	it,	and	took	it	away.’



‘Leaving	the	Deaf	and	Dumb	School,	I	called	upon	a	first-rate	engraver	and	print-seller.	After	some	
conversation, I said to the gentleman, that I hoped he neither engraved nor sold obscene prints. But I 
do both, said he, though I do not think it a commendable part of our business; yet we are obliged to 
do it, or we should lose some of our best customers. Indeed, Sir, allow me to tell you that I view this 
part of your trade of so pernicious a tendency, as to think you would be acting according to truth if 
you painted upon your sign-board, immediately under your name, maker and seller of nets for the 
devil. He then stated in his own vindication, that hundreds of people sold the same kind of obnox-
ious prints.’

‘A	prison	at	a	little	distance	next	attracted	my	attention.	I	went	into	it	on	the	debtors’	side	first.	
Many strong doors, locks, and bolts were opened, before I reached the prisoners. These were all 
confined	for	debts	which	they	were	unable	to	pay.	I	took	one	man	aside,	and	asked	him	how	much	
he owed his creditors. He said, upwards of three hundred pounds; and though I have offered them 
my all, they will not consent to my liberation; and, added he, every day I continue here my debt 
is increasing, by the accumulation of the prison dues. Just at this time there came into the prison a 
deputation from a society for relieving small debtors. They were soon surrounded with applicants, 
soliciting them to pay their debts, for the sums (they said) were not great, that they had been long in 
prison, had large families dependent on them, and that they would beware of ever getting into debt 
again. It was pleasant to observe the joy and gratitude expressed by some, whom the gentlemen re-
lieved; they seemed as if they had been brought into a new world. They extolled the friendship and 
kindness	of	the	deputation,	and	praised	the	munificence	of	those	who	had	raised	the	funds	by	which	
they had been relieved. O, said one, I shall see my little family in an hour, and we shall all rejoice 
together. I viewed them as pictures of pardoned sinners.’

	 In	1801	John	Harris	(1756–1846)	took	over	Newbery’s	firm	and	the	shop	on	Ludgate	Street	
and continued publishing children’s books until the mid C19th. Less didactic in content, his books 
were	probably	the	earliest	to	resemble	children’s	books	as	we	would	recognize	them	today.	They	
were generally of a high quality and were priced at one shilling plain and 18d coloured. By 1809 his 
catalogue of children’s books numbered 419 items.

1818  ‘A Visit to Uncle William in Town’ by John Harris.  
William Beresford, ‘one of the most eccentric and benevolent men in the world’ visits the country 
to	collect	five	orphaned	children	and	bring	them	to	stay	with	him	in	London	where	he	takes	them	on	
daily expeditions to see the sights. The text is illustrated with 66 small views.
A second edition was published in 1824 with the revised title of ‘London Scenes, or a visit to Uncle 
William in Town: containing a description of the most remarkable Buildings and Curiosities in the 
British Metropolis. This is London! How do you like it?’ The introduction begins with a complaint 
from a child about the earlier edition: 



‘I think there is too little diversity in a book which is professedly designed for the amusement and 
instruction of children. We have merely an account of plans and buildings without anything to re-
lieve or enliven the spirits’. 
The second edition had indeed been enlivened and included 24 more illustrations including ‘Mad 
Ox on Blackfriars Bridge’, ‘The Dancing Sweeps’ and ‘Skating on the Serpentine River’. 

 William Darton (1755-1819) completed an apprenticeship as an engraver in 1774 and set up 
as engraver, printer and bookseller in White Lion Alley, Birchin Lane in 1787. He specialised in 
children’s books such as: ‘Rhymes for the Nursery’, ‘The Infant’s Museum or Book of Pictures’, 
‘Butterfly’s	Ball	and	the	Grasshopper’s	Feast’.	

1801  ‘City Scenes or a Peep into London for Good Children,’ written and illustrated by William 
Darton. Published by Darton.

The	book	consists	of	moralizing	snippets,	
often in rhyme, depicting various aspects 
of London life accompanied by delightful 
illustrations. Both a joy to look at, and to 
read, this is my personal favourite.

‘Come, peep at London’s famous town,
Nor need you travel there;
For one foot up, and one foot down,
In future, you may spare:
At home, a hundred miles away,
‘Tis easy now to look,
At City Scenes, and London gay,
In this my little book’.

‘Going to Bartholomew’s Hospital.
As this poor man was at his work, he fell, 
from a high scaffolding and broke three of 
his ribs. It is quite as much as a working 
man can do to live and support his family,
in health, in these hard times; but how is 
he to bear a long illness, to pay nurses and 
doctors’ bills, while work is standing still, 
and no wages coming in?’





‘The Garret.
What a dismal place! However it may do us good 
for once, to see such wretched sight. Let us wait at 
the door, and observe them. See this poor mechanic 
and his starving family. His hands are so benumbed 
with cold, that he can scarcely grind his rusty tools. 
His	wife	and	children	seem	stupified	with	cold	and	
hunger; they sit motionless, and appear given up to 
despair. There is not a spark left in the grate, and 
the last morsel of bread has been devoured.’

On the view from St. Paul’s:
‘Well, certainly, this is a wonderful sight?
And pays one for climbing up here, such a height.
Dear, what a large city! and full, in all parts,
Of churches, and houses, and horses, and carts.
What hundreds of coaches, and thousands of folk!
And then, above all, what a very thick smoke!
I	could	stand	here	all	day	to	behold	this	fine	town	;
Tho’, as night’s coming on, I had better go down.’

‘Bond-Street is now the most elegant and fashionable place 
for trade, of any at the west end of the town. In the shop 
windows may be seen every article that luxury can desire 
or fashion invent; of course, all the gay folks are attracted 
to this tempting spot; and every morning they parade the 
street in crowds, or roll about in their carriages. Some 
people might think it a waste of time, to spend half the day 
in walking up and down a street, and looking in at shop 
windows; but for those who are neither disposed to read or 
work, or walk in the country, or visit the poor, or to do any 
one useful thing, Bond-Street must be a very convenient 
place.	Two	ladies	have	just	entered	one	of	these	fine	shops,	
to	make	purchases.	There	go	five	guineas	for	a	morning	
dress, which the lady owns she does not want, only it is so 
pretty, and so cheap, that she must have it. Five guineas 
would make a poor perishing family happy. And how many 
poor perishing families are there in this crowded city! O 
lady!	do	not	squander	such	a	sum	upon	useless	finery,	while	
there is one starving fellow-creature within your reach.’

‘The Match Boy.
This little boy has been used, from his infancy, to hunger, 
thirst, and raggedness; for he has no friends to provide him 
with food and clothing, or to tell him it is wrong to use 
dishonest means to obtain them. He works hard and lives 
hard too; and therefore, for his industry at least, is a good 
example for those little gentlemen, or great gentlemen ei-
ther, who consume many times more than he does, without 
doing any good by their existence’.



In 1806 it was revised by sisters Jane and Anne Taylor with 77 charming small engravings by their 
brother, Isaac and subsequently went through several reprints and further editions, evolving into a 
middle class guide book.

Three sons were apprenticed to William and, over a period of 150 years, the Darton family pub-
lished more than a thousand children’s books, several with London themes.

1805  ‘A Visit to London: containing a description of the principal curiosities in the British metrop-
olis’	by	Elizabeth	Kilner.	Published	by	Darton	&	Clark.

Mr Sandby, ‘a gentleman of fortune’, brings his 
family on a visit to London.

‘The moment they entered Oxford Street they 
were	struck	with	its	fine	open	appearance,	but	es-
pecially with its great extent; for it is about a mile 
and a half in length, in a straight line, being longer 
than any street in any other city in the world. They 
were	amazed	at	the	scene	before	them;	for	the	
whole of this space, extensive as it is, appeared 
as if it were one mass of life and animation. The 
pavements were so densely crowded with people, 
that they wondered how they managed to move 

with such alacrity; while the middle of the street 
exhibited an incredible number of vehicles of all 
descriptions - from the most splendid carriages of 
the nobility to the humble donkey cart.’

‘Mr. Sandby, who had not seen the prison for sev-
eral years, had expressed some uneasiness lest the 
children might imbibe some contagious disease: 
but he was astonished and delighted to discover, 
that, (by praise worthy regulations), the whole 
building was as clean as his own house in the 
country. All the yards and rooms had been white-
washed two or three times within a few months; 
and, had it not been for the clanking of the irons 

on the prisoners’ legs, and the ragged appearance 
of many of them, not a few mere children, little 
more than infants, the Sandbys could scarcely 
have believed they were in the prison of Newgate, 
so noted as it once was for its stench and miser-
able condition. The condemned yard, and the 
gloomy but snow-white cells, chilled the blood of 
the young Sandbys; and, although their ideas of 
a prison had become less horrible, yet they saw 
enough of the consequences of vice and impru-
dence, not to feel more than ever, that virtue is the 
greatest blessing that man can enjoy on earth.’



1808  ‘Letters written from London: descriptive of various scenes and occurrences frequently met 
with in the metropolis and its vicinity: For the amusement of children’by Charles Williams. Pub-
lished by Jacob Johnson.

1809  ‘Perambulations in London and its Envi-
rons; Comprehending an Historical Sketch of the 
Ancient State, and Progress, of the British Me-
tropolis, a Concise Description of its Present State, 
Notices of Eminent Persons, and a Short Account 
of the Surrounding Villages. In Letters, Designed 
for	Young	Persons’		by	Mrs	Priscilla	Wakefield.

Charles de Vitry, a Swiss gentleman living in 
Richmond, has his two nephews, Philip and Eu-
genius, come to stay and corresponds in a series of 
letters with the children of the Middleton family, 
relating their sight seeing experiences in London. 

‘We	were	composing	ourselves	for	a	doze,	when	the	tingling	of	a	bell,	and	the	cry	of	“Dust,	ho!”	
roused us from our sleepy propensity. This was the summons of a man, with a cart, to the maids of 
each family, to bring out their dust. It was in vain to try to yield to the calls of Morpheus, for our 
ears were too rapidly assailed by the cries of chimney-sweepers, old clothes-men, milk-women, 
and	muffin-sellers,	in	succession,	to	enjoy	that	rest	we	so	much	desired.	On	opening	my	window-
shutters, I was sadly disappointed to see every thing covered with the gloom of a thick fog, of a 
tinge approaching to orange-colour, fearing we should not be able to go abroad; but the servant told 
me that such mists were usual in winter, and were greatly owing to the smoke of the numerous coal 
fires.	As	the	day	advanced,	the	sky	cleared;	and	the	variety	of	cries	that	issued	from	the	mouths	of	
hawkers of all kinds of articles for the table, as well as other purposes, amused me greatly, and drew 
my attention from every thing else. Towards the close of evening, I was entertained with ballad 
singers; Savoyards with a hurdygurdy and tambourin; Jew-boys playing on hand-organs; the post-
man collecting letters by the sound of a bell; and newsmen attracting notice by blowing a horn, and 
vociferating,	“An	extraordinary	gazette.”	

Priscilla	Wakefield	was	a	prolific	author	of	children’s	books	combining	information	with	moral	
instruction.	A	quaker	and	philanthropist,	she	founded	one	of	the	first	savings	banks	for	the	poor	and	
a school of industry for girls. 

1809  ‘A New History and Description of the Tower of London and its Curiosities: contained in the 
royal menagerie, small armoury, horse armoury . . . including an account of the Spanish Armada, 
and of Colonel Blood’s daring attempt to steal the king’s crown and jewels.’

1811  ‘London: A Descriptive Poem illustrated with engravings.’ Price: 1s. Published by Darton.

1813  ‘The Pictorial History of London.’ Printed by J. Catnach, 2 & 3 Monmouth-Court.

The books published by Newbery and Harris were beyond the means of the poor who got their read-
ing material in the form of ‘street literature’ - broadsides, broadsheets and chap-books. Broadsides 
were printed on one side only of a single, unfolded sheet of thin paper and broadsheets were printed 
on both sides. Chap-books were poorly printed books, usually printed on a single sheet folded into 
booklets of 8, 12, 16 and 24 pages often illustrated with crude woodcuts. They were sold by chap-



book sellers from door to door or at markets and fairs. Broadsides generally sold from a farthing 
to a penny, chapbooks from 2d. to 6d. Often abridged pirate copies of successful works, the most 
popular London related subjects in chap books for children included: The Cries of London, Dick 
Whittington and his Cat, Jack Sheppard, The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green, The Gunpowder Plot, 
The Cheapside Apprentice, Histories of London, Curiosities of London. 
James	Catnach	(1792-1841)	trading	from	Monmouth	Court,	Seven	Dials	was	the	most	prolific	of	
the many chapbook printers in London. 

The era of chap books came to an end by the mid C19th giving way to the popularity of cheap peri
odical literature.

1814  ‘London in Miniature: with engravings of its public buildings and antiquities’ by Alfred Mills. 
Published by Darton. A rare miniature picture book with 47 lovely plates.

1814  ‘London in Miniature; or, A Peep at the Metropolis of Great Britain: in letters from a young 
gentleman to his sisters in the country. With engravings.
Printed for and sold by C. Ady, at his wholesale and retail repository of Juvenile Literature.
‘My	Dear	Sisters,	I	was	extremely	gratified	at	coming	within	view	of	this	magnificent	city	just	as	an	
universal illumination took place, which continued three nights. Nothing ever appeared so beautiful 
to me before; and you cannot have a correct idea of its grandeur without seeing it. It was in honour 
of the repeated successes of our Allies abroad, of which you will, if you are anxious about news, in-
form	yourselves	by	the	newspapers.	I	must	first	inform	you	of	my	companions,	who	are,	of	all	little	
folks, the very boys and girls I should have chosen: they have just come home from school.’

1817  ‘The Ancient History of Whittington and his Cat. Containing an interesting account of his life 
and character.’ Published by Darton.

1818		‘Maria’s	First	Visit	to	London’	by	Elizabeth	Sandham.	Published	by	Darton.
Maria visits all the sights including the newly built Waterloo Bridge.

1819  ‘Views in London: consisting of the most remarkable buildings with an historical description 
of each.’

1820  ‘A Month’s Vacation; being an account of the manner in which a juvenile party passed their 
time in Baker Street: with an entertaining description of the principal places of amusement they 
visited in London’. With engravings. Printed for William Cole, 10 Newgate Street.



1823		‘German	Popular	Stories’	translated	by	Edgar	Taylor.	The	first	English	edition	of	Grimm’s	
Fairy Tales, illustrated by George Cruikshank.

1828  ‘The Juvenile Guide through the Metropolis.’  Publisher: Cowie and Strange
The genial Mr. Goodsire brings his two sons with him on a business trip, and they take a series of 
walks visiting the principal sites: the Monument, the bridges, the Tower, India House, St. Paul’s 
(where Thornhill’s paintings in the Whispering Gallery have become ‘utterly ruined’ by damp and 
neglect), the theatre district, St. James’s, Westminster etc. The book is well illustrated and very up to 
date	including	the	Thames	Tunnel,	the	first	dock	of	the	St.	Katherine’s	Dock	Company,	the	London	
Colosseum	and	the	new	Post	Office	building	in	St	Martin’s	Le	Grand.

1830  ‘Papa’s Tour Through London with his 
Son Edward or a Visit to St. Paul’s, Westminster 
Abbey, Royal Exchange, Guildhall, Mansion 
House, Monument, Somerset House, Bethlem 
Hospital, Bank, Greenwich and Chelsea Hospi-
tals.’  Illustrated with 12 wood cuts. Printed and 
published by D. Carvalho, 74 Chiswell-street, 
Finsbury-square.

1831  ‘The Public Buildings of Westminster 
Described.’ Published by John Harris.

1831  ‘The Public Buildings of the City of Lon-
don Described.’ Published by John Harris.

1832  ‘A Month in London; or, some of its Mod-
ern Wonders Described’ by Jefferys Taylor. 
‘Some of our readers may be aware, that one day 
in	London,	to	those	who	visit	it	for	the	first	time,	
presents more novelties and objects of interest, 
than could possibly be described in a little book 
like the present.’

‘We	have	in	the	metropolis	fifty	immense	gas-engines	at	work;	hundreds	of	miles	of	pipe	are	laid	
along the streets, brought into the houses, circulate our public buildings, and give a midnight radi-
ance exceeding that of many a winter’s day in the city, and which forms a grand line of light in the 
horizon,	seen	at	more	than	twenty	miles’	distance!	Thirty-three	thousand	chaldrons	of	coals	are	
consumed	by	them	in	a	year,	and	seventy	thousand	public	and	private	lights	are	supplied!”	“So	you	
have	fire	and	water	running	side	by	side	very	peaceably	along	your	streets	below!”	said	Mr.	Hazel-
ford.	“I	think	your	underground	wonders	are	as	great	as	any.”	“Indeed,”	said	Mr.	Finsbury,	“what	
with sewers, drains, water-pipes, and gas-pipes, a street has almost as many veins and arteries as 
one’s arm. The worst of it is, that alterations and repairs break up our pavement too often.’

1833		‘The	Youth’s	Compendium	of	Information	on	the	arts	and	advances	in	life	and	society:	exem-
plified	in	the	rise,	progress,	and	present	state	of	the	great	metropolis,	London:	in	an	easy	and	pleas-
ing manner, for the young’.

1834		‘The	Youth’s	New	Picture	of	London.	An	interesting	account	of	the	rise,	progress	and	present	
state of the ‘Great Metropolis’. The First City in the World. Written in an easy and familiar manner. 
Illustrated with a map and numerous plates.’ By Edward Lacey. 



15 year-old Cyrus has studied and 
visited London and tells his family 
in Cumberland about it in a series of 
conversations. 
“What will be your principal sub-
ject regarding London this evening, 
brother?”	asked	Cecilia.	“I	wish	to	
examine	it	when	it	first	assumed	the	
character	of	England’s	metropolis,”	
answered her brother - “to know, or 
at least guess, who raised it to that 
elevation - and to judge whether, all 
things considered, it had a claim on 
so	high	a	distinction?”

Though Cyrus comes across as a 
condescending know all, he does of-
fer some interesting observations:
“The prices of articles in differ-
ent parts of London vary beyond 
all belief: in the neighbourhood of 
Oxford Street, Tottenham-court Road 
&c. every article of general use is 
sold at the lowest rate, so as to excite 
wonder how it can manufactured or 
produced at the price, to say noth-
ing	of	yielding	a	profit	to	the	vender;	
and in Piccadilly, St James’s, and 
those parts, every description of 
goods appears altogether as dear; if 
you cross the water into Lambeth or 
Southwark, you are again astonished 
at the cheapness of all you see; but 
recross into the city, and you have 
high prices in perfection! It is a 
notorious fact, that a family can live 
much cheaper in a comfortable house 
a few miles out of London, and pay 
carriage to and fro daily for one or 
two of its members, than it can even 
in lodgings within the town; thus two 
thirds of the city houses have no resi-
dents, they being entirely occupied 
as warehouses, shops, factories, &c. 
&c. Such a house as we live in, and 
which we pay only eighteen guineas 
a year for, in a tolerably good busi-
ness situation in London, would not 
be let for less than three hundred, 
and	taxes	half	as	much	more.”



1837  ‘London Scenes; in easy lessons for children.’ Price 6d coloured. Publisher: Darton & Harvey.
 
1838  ‘London Sights for Little Folks’ by Charles Tilt. 
A rare miniature book with 46 illustrations of diverse London subjects listed in the introductory 
rhyme:

Here	we	have	“London	Sights”	in	view,
Engraved and printed, all for you.
The	Lord	Mayor’s	coach	you	first	behold,
Grotesquely grand, with paint and gold;
And there’s his barge, by water going,
Some standing up, the others rowing.
Turn over; here’s an omnibus,
Whitechapel, and a mighty fuss.
Two blue-coat boys, they’d not be vex’d
To see Guy Fawkes, as in our next.
Horse dealers; see! the nag they’re buying,
Not	galloping,	so	much	as	flying.
O! there’s a steam-gun going pop,
And here the pavement’s broken up.
Those fruit girls grieve, folks buy of them none.
See! there’s a great thick head of Mammon
Coals; and I guess that they will rise, sir.
O see! the tavelling advertiser.
Sailors. A diving-bell of course;
A porter, close by Charing-Cross.
A link-boy guides across the way.
Take care! here comes a brewer’s dray.
And there goes Hanson’s patent cab;
And mortar there, or bricks to dab.
Yes,	light	the	gas,	you’ve	got	but	one-done,
Though	here’s	the	wain	from	York	to	London.
Strawberries O! a groat per pottle.
A water-sprout, now hold your bottle.
You	fiddler,	trumpet,	fife	and	drums,
Move on, for see the mad bull comes!
A juggler next; and there they go,
A trade procession, grand and slow.
An urn, a sweeper-O! the post.
A	fire-escape,	(no	lives	were	lost).
Giant and dwarf, and burdened pate,
Placards, knife-grinding, Billingsgate;
Policemen, rowers, steam again,
Donkeys	and	flowers,	and	children	then.
Dustmen and beer: enough I hope,
With	Smithfield,	and	the	barber’s	shop.

1839  ‘Tommy Trip’s visit to London and what he saw there’ by Jane, Ann and Isaac Taylor. 
A	prolific	literary	family	from	Lavenham	whose	early	works	were	generally	published	together.
Jane	Taylor	(1783–1824)	wrote	the	words	to	‘Twinkle,	Twinkle,	Little	Star’	first	published	under	the	
title ‘The Star’ in ‘Rhymes for the Nursery,’1806. 



18??  ‘A Peep at London.’ Publisher: E. Wallis.  No known copies in existence.

1843  ‘City Scenes’ by John Frost.
1845  ‘Walks in London, or extracts from the journal of Mr. Joseph Wilkins’. The Religious Tract-
Society. 
Throughout the nineteenth century the Religious Tract Society and the Society for Promoting Chris-
tian Knowledge published numerous illustrated children’s morality tales and periodicals. Many of 
the stories are set in London.

	 In	the	first	half	of	the	C19th,	the	use	of	pictures	in	education	increased	dramatically.	Working	in	
tandem, printers and teachers revolutionised the education of the poor.

 From around the 1840s short works, known as toy books, began to be published for children, 
with pictures dominating the text. The earliest toy books generally consisted of six illustrated pages, 
often hand coloured by children. By the late 1850s publishers Dean & Son were using chromo-
lithography to print a range of more than 200 six penny titles in colour. Edmund Evans was the most 
successful London printer of toy books, mostly published by Routledge and Warne. An indication of 



the	huge	numbers	produced	is	given	by	George	Routledge’s	claim	that	he	couldn’t	make	a	profit	on	
a toy book unless it sold at least 50,000 copies! Evans was an early pioneer of chromoxylography, a 
complex	process	of	wood	block	printing	involving	as	many	as	a	dozen	blocks	for	a	single	image.	He	
commissioned talented illustrators such as Walter Crane, Randolph Caldecott and Kate Greenaway. 
Many toy books had London related themes such as ‘Scenes and Cries of London,’ ‘Aunt Busy-
Bee’s The Fine Crystal Palace the Prince Built,’ ‘The Lord Mayor’s Show,’ ‘Aunt Busy-Bee’s New 
London Cries,’ ‘Whittington and hs Cat,’ ‘Puck & Peasblossom in London,’ ‘The Shilling Alphabet 
Trade of London’ and ‘Aunt Louisa’s London Alphabet.’

1850  ‘The New London Alphabet, in Rhyme: with twenty-six pictures of the principal places in 
that far-famed city.’ Publisher: Darton & Co.

1851  ‘The House that Paxton Built. A gift book from the Great National Exhibition.’ Publisher: 
Darton & Co. 
A rhyme describing the foreign visitors to the exhibition ending with an appeal to readers to be on 
their best behaviour 
‘That foreigners when they go home may all tell 
What good boys and girls in this free country dwell!’

1851		‘London	Cries	&	Public	Edifices’	by	Luke	Limner	(John	Leighton).

1853  ‘Josey’s First Visit to London. 6d in gilt wrappers or 1s in cloth with coloured plates. Pub-
lisher: Darton.

1855  ‘A Ride Through London: a new panoramic game’ by C D Hills.
As well as books, early children’s publishers also produced a diverse range of other printed wares 
including prints, cards, jigsaws, toys and games.

1855  ‘The Alphabet of Londoners’ published by Darton.
An ‘indestructible book’, mounted on linen. Price 2d plain, 3d coloured.

1861  ‘Illustrated London Alphabet’ by J. Bysh.

1863  ‘City Sights for Little Folks.’ Publisher: Theodore Bliss & Co.
A miniature book with 48 plates.

1865  ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll. 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ brought about a change in children’s lit-
erature from dull, moralising texts in which children were gener-
ally represented as miniature adults, to more imaginative stories 
that were more about entertainment and less about instruction.

1866  ‘A Picture Story-book of London; or, City scenes’ by 
John Gilbert.

1871  ‘Giles Trip to London. A Farm Labourer’s First Peep at 
the World. By the Village Schoolmaster’ (James Spilling).
A very popular local dialect work which had reached a 58th  
edition by 1903.
‘Yow	know	I	‘a	bin	to	Lunnen,	and	now	I’ll	tell’ee	all	about	it	
from fust to laast’.



1875  ‘Little Walks in London’ by Frédéric Gilbert.
Text in French with facing-page translation into English. 7 full-page plates for each of the days 
spent touring London.

1880  ‘London Past and Present: a reading-book for elementary schools with numerous authentic 
illustrations’. Publisher: Blackie & Son

Mostly due to new developments in printing technology, the period between around 1880 and the 
early 20th century saw a ‘golden age’ of illustrated children’s books, an example being:

1883  ‘London Town’ by Thos. Crane & Ellen Houghton.
A delightful rhyming picture book describing the sights of London.



The Lowther Arcade, running between the Strand and Adelaide 
Street, behind St. Martin’s in the Fields, was an arcade of toy shops. 
It was demolished in 1904. 

1891  ‘The Sights of London’ by Edric Vredenburg.

1895  ‘When London Burned, a Story of Restoration Times and the 
Great Fire’ by G.A. Henty

FINIS


